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Abstract

dix, the evolution of its appellation underwent “Yuanshen” , “ Xuanshen” , and other alternative names, including “Chongtai” , “ Luchang”,

(School of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Zhejiang Chinese Medical University , Hangzhou,
Through a herbal textual research on the appellation, origin, efficacy, genuine producing area and counterfeit of Scrophulariae Ra-

“Zhenma” ,and now officially named “Xuanshen”.According to the ancient literatures , root was the medicinal part of Scrophularia ningpoensis,
similarly with those published in modemn literatures.The efficacy of Scrophulariae Radix was recorded in “Shen Nong’s Materia Medica” , which
has the functions of clearing heat and cooling blood , invigorating kidney qi, and improving eyesight. After undergoing supplementation and modi-
fication of herbal medicine, it was now believed that it could be used for clearing heat and cooling blood , nourishing yin and reducing fire ,de-
toxification and dispelling stagnation.The genuine producing areas of Scrophulariae Radix were Heze City in Shandong Province and Cangzhou
City in Hebei Province during the Han Dynasty ,then they were gradually moved to the South China,including Jiangxi, Hunan, Zhejiang Prov-
inces during the Ming and Qing Dynasties. After the founding of new China, it was mainly distributed in Zhejiang Province and then spread to
the southwest, in which the Pan’ an in Zhejiang Province was preferred.Its counterfeits mainly included Aconiti kusnezoffii Radix.
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Fig.1 Botanical origin herbs of Scrophulariae Radix in Classified Herbology (A ,B,C) ,Illustrated Canon of Herbology (A,B,C) ,Flora of Chi-

na (D) ,National Compilation of Chinese Herbal Medicine (E,F)
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Table 1 Efficacy of Scrophulariae Radix in herbal literatures
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Table 2 Genuine producing areas of Scrophulariae Radix in herbal literatures
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Table 3 Comparison of general characters of Scrophulariae Radix and common counterfeits
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