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Evolution of Animal Food Hoarding Strategy Based on Pilferage
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Abstract The evolution of animal food hoarding strategy was closely related to the pilferage phenomenon, which was commonly exsited in the
animal groups with hoarding behavior. In order to prevent the stored food being pilfered by others, food hoarders have evolved a series of cop-

ing mechanisms in many directions. To avoid pilferage, it was important to choose a safe place before hoarding ; animals would choose appropri-
ate storage behaviors and storage sites. After storage, animals would choose different protective behaviors to minimize the loss of stored food.
The ability to retrieve food has also been developed. The study on the pilferage phenomenon would help us to understand the influence of pil-

ferage on the evolution of food hoarding strategies, and understand how animals adapt to complex environment.

Key words Pilferage ; Hoarding strategy ; Reciprocal pilferage
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