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Discussion on the Training of Positive Reinforcement Behaviors in Captive Elephants

CUI Yuan-yuan, WEI Ze-zhen,LIU Long et al (Taiyuan Zoo, Taiyuan, Shanxi 030009)

Abstract Positive reinforcement behavior training is a vital component in behavior management of modern zoo. It plays a very important role
in daily management routine, veterinary diagnosis and treatment. Especially for some of the largest mammals like elephants, positive reinforce-
ment behavior training is an essential management tool, which is very helpful to improve the welfare status of individual animals. This paper
mainly outlined the positive reinforcement behavior training list for captive elephants, and described each training behavior, optional training
cue and application range of each trained behavior. Additionally, some key points in positive reinforcement training of captive elephants were

also discussed, so as to provide practical guidelines for the behavior management of captive elephants.
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Table 1 Positive reinforcement behaviour training items of captive elephants
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Note; The instructions of each behavior item are for reference only, and other instructions can be used; In order to facilitate identification and differentiation
of animals, they must be concise, accurate and consistent
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