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Study on Behavior Time Distribution and Activity Rhythm of Captive Mycteria Leucocephalus

GUO Mei,HE Yong,LIU Xun et al ( Guizhou Education University , Guiyang, Guizhou 550018 )

Abstract [ Objective ] To study the behavior time distribution of Mycteria leucocephalus and further discuss its activity rhythm. [ Method ] Four
rare M. leucocephala rescued from Guizhou Forest Wild Animal Park were observed by using instantaneous scanning recording method. The ob-
servation period was from 07:00 to 17:00, and the effective observation time was 100 h. [ Result] Resting [ (52.56+11.06)% | and grooming
[ (26.88+5.55)% ] were the main behaviors of M. leucocephalus in summer, and the time proportion of moving [ (11.63+6.33)% ], vigi-
lance [ (3.98+2.35)% ] ,feeding [ (2.75£2.92)% ] and others [ (2.21+1.62)% ] were lower. The resting peak emerged during 0700~
08:00 and 16:00-17.00, while the moving and grooming peaks occurred during 08:00—09:00 and 11:00-12.00. It was suggested to change
the environmental abundance, so as to reduce the resting behaviors and increase moving, feeding and grooming behaviors. [ Conclusion] The
research results could provide some basic information for the feeding management under captive conditions and protection of M. leucocephalus.
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Table 1 Classification of the behaviors of captive M. leucocephalus
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Fig.2 The activity rhythm of M. leucocephalus in summer
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