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Abstract

Whitmania pigra is a kind of traditional Chinese medicine. It has the functions of promoting blood circulation,removing blood sta-

sis, antithrombotic, antitumor and anti early pregnancy. Hirudin ,in salivary gland of W. pigra,relieve blood coagulation and inhibit thrombo-

sis. At present, hirudin of W. pigra is an important drug for the treatment of cardiovascular diseases. So W. pigra has a large demand in the

pharmaceutical market.In recent ten years, the cultivation technology of W.pigra and the medicinal value of hirudin have attracted much atten-

tion of researchers. In this paper, the biological characteristics, cultivation technique, the extraction method and pharmacological action of hir-

udin were summarized, in order to provide reference for the farming and development of W. pigra.
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Fig.1 The technical route of W.pigra breeding
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