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Corpus-based Study of Moves in the Introduction of English Research Articles of Animal Science

LEI Si-yu (School of Foreign Studies, Xi’ An Jiaotong University, Xi’ an, Shaanxi 710049 )

Abstract Move analysis is a major method to conduct the analysis and research on genre. This study reports on an analysis of 40 research ar-
ticles introductions from animal science fields, using Swale’ s Create-A-Research-Space (CARS) model (1990). The results of the analysis re-
veal macro and micro structure, which has important pedagogical implications. In macro structure, cyclic move stands out though Swale’ s
CARS model still accounts for many of move structures in introduction; in micro structure, active voice and present tense are used more fre-
quently rather than passives and past tense. In addition, this study makes high-frequency verb list and corresponding sentence patterns in each
move in order to provide meticulous guidance for researchers in the field of animal science. The study enriches our current knowledge of move
in the introduction of research articles and provides the basis for a corpus-based approach to the study of moves in the introduction of research

articles.
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Table 1 Three moves model of CARS( Creating A Research Space)
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Table 2 Moves in the introduction of English research articles of ani-

mal science
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Table 3 Move distribution in 4 journals
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Table 4 Move,voice and frequency in the introduction
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Voice Freﬁﬁu{é; oy Proportion Freﬁﬁu{é; oy Proportion Freﬁﬁu{é; oy Proportion Freﬁﬁu{é; oy Proportion
% % % %
FBhZ Active voice 229 40.39 201 35.45 137 24.16 567 60. 64
Wi Bh7S Passive voice 168 45.65 139 37.78 61 16.58 368 39.36
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Table 5 Frequency of move and tense in the introduction

PRAERT Present tense

1 F2 5} Past tense

PAESE T Present perfect L5 Past perfect tense
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155 1Move 1 569 76.48 105 14.11 70 9.41 0 0
15545 2 Move 2 522 76.28 83 12. 15 76 11.13 2 0.29
W 3 Move 3 256 61.39 140 33.57 21 5.04 0 0
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Table 6 High frequency using verbs and corresponding sentence pat-

terns in move 1
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Word Word class Frequency Sentence pattern
consider Zfyid] 15 be considered as
expect fﬁ]iﬁj 12 we expected
relate W25 10 related study

base 2510 9 it is based on
distribute iz aan| 9 distributed resource
know 245 1A 9 known predator
describe Zfiid] 8 we described
show i) 8 we show

affect i 7 bodies affect
appear ZyiA] 6 appear to be
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Table 7 High frequency using verbs and corresponding sentence pat-

terns in move 2
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Word Word class Frequency Sentence pattern
use #418)/ BfyiA) 28 The use of/ we used
suggest Bhin] 20 Records suggested
find Fin) 14 Have found

remain ] 14 Whales remain

based i) 11 Based on

observe #fria) 10 Be observed

provide Bl 10 This behavior provides
give jeaE| 9 Given ..., ...
compare A 8 Compared with

relate JE 2510 7 Be related to
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Table 8 High frequency using verbs and corresponding sentence pat-

terns in move 3

A ks iit/e (I
Word Word class Frequency Sentence pattern
use 44 18]/ BfyiA) 34 The use of/ we used
test Blyial/ 4414 26 we tested/a test
investigate ZyiA) 13 To investigate

aim Zfyid] 16 This study aims to
arrive i) 4 Arrive at the conclusion
examine ZfyiA) 6 We examined

explore BhiA 8 We explored
hypothesize Bl 4 We hypothesized
identify hin] 13 Be identified as
assess Zyid) 6 To assess
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